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About The Musical
Jasper is lost in the living world. When you’re failing classes, kicked off the swim team, and your
family is on the skids, life can feel like it’s going to hell. Yet, in all the disappointment, Jasper has
his best friend, Agnes. In one night of teenage passion, Jasper and Agnes consummate a yearslong friendship. But in the morning Agnes is gone, telling Jasper to meet her at their cliff. When he
arrives there’s no sign of his best friend, only a swirling vortex to another world in the water below.
Jasper dives into Deadland.
“Foster and Oliver unleash their cleverness in this playful, energetic and wide-ranging new musical” – New York Times
“An electrifying surge of theatrical energy! Jasper In Deadland marks the arrival of Oliver as a major new voice in Musical Theatre” – Entertainment Weekly
“A Magnificent Musical! Jasper In Deadland is a journey of self-discovery that moved me in such a way that it brought
tears to my eyes. Bravo for Deadland!” – New York Theatre Guide

About Phoenix Ensemble
Unassumingly nestled within Beenleigh showgrounds, Phoenix Ensemble has been producing
award-winning theatre for over 25 years. From intimate small-cast shows to more elaborate Broadway-style show stoppers ‘The Tin Shed’ has been a heart of the community for a quarter of a
century and has no plans to stop any time soon!
Phoenix Ensemble presents a unique theatre experience in the Pavilion Theatre or what has affectionately become known as “The Tin Shed”. This intimate theatre accommodates 99 people
in comfortable raked seating giving every patron an up close and personal experience. Our shows
both rehearse and perform at this theatre, which is located within the Beenleigh Showgrounds,
James Street, Beenleigh, approximately 25 minutes south of Brisbane CBD and 25 minutes north of
the Gold Coast.
Phoenix Ensemble’s aim is to produce an eclectic mix of shows from family favourites to shows
that push the envelope of musical theatre. They have won countless awards and are regularly
nominated in the Gold Coast Arts Palm Awards.
Upon accepting a role with Phoenix Ensemble you will be required to become a financial member
on the first rehearsal ($24, payable only by Credit/Debit Card). At this same time a $25 Cash Deposit is required for rehearsal materials which will be provided (this is returned during Bump Out).
Membership ensures all participants are covered by our Voluntary Workers Personal Accident Insurance. You will receive more information upon acceptance. You will be asked to provide very little
else during your time with us as we prefer to let you enjoy your experience!
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About the Creative Team

JUSTIN
TUBB-HEARNE

HAYLEY
MARSH

ISABELLE
QUAYLE

Director

Musical Director

Choreographer

Queenslander Justin Hearne studied Technical Production at QUT specializing in costuming and set design. A milliner by trade,
Justin has used his creativity in Queensland
and further afield, costuming and dressing
both in Sydney at the Opera House as well
as in New York. Previous productions include Gypsy, Dogfight (North American Amateur Première), Twisted (World Première),
Sweeney Todd and Man of La Mancha to
name but a few. For Phoenix Ensemble justin has been responsible for the scenic and
costume design of ‘The Mystery of Edwin
Drood’, ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’,
‘Kinky Boots’, ‘Jekyll & Hyde’, and ‘Beauty
and the Beast’ to name but a few.

Hayley Marsh is a Brisbane based music
director, vocal clinician and performing arts
teacher. She has a strong background in
classical and choral music and trained on
cello before moving to voice at the Central
Queensland Conservatorium, where she
studied music theatre. Hayley went on to
study dance full time at Theatre & Dance
and has performed in many amateur, amipro and professional productions across
Queensland. She has performed with and
conducted choirs across Australia, and
is the current director of the Queensland
Young Voices, the flagship youth choir of
Queensland Show Choir. In 2018 she was
nominated twice for Best Musical Director
of a Community Theatre Musical by the
Gold Palm Theatre Awards for her work on
Carrie and Shrek: the Musical respectively. Hayley is passionate about supporting
the performing careers of men and boys
in music & theatre, and is raising up the
next generation of performers as a primary
music educator and voice teacher.

His recent directing credits include the
100% sold out season of ‘Beauty and
the Beast’ and the critically acclaimed
‘Xanadu’.

Isabelle has dreamed of being a dancer
since seeing her mum’s old dance photos.
She began dance classes at age three in all
styles, started assistant teaching at age 15
and then solo teaching at age 17. Throughout high school she studied OP dance
where she was awarded top of her class in
choreography and presented the memorial
dance award for ‘service through dance’ in
her senior year. She started choreographing
the school musicals at 16 and community
theatre productions at 17. This is Isabelle’s
fourth year of teaching and choreographing in the community theatre world. Her
most recent performance credits include;
Heather’s (MBTC) 2018, Jekyll & Hyde (Phoenix Ensemble) 2019, A Chorus Line (BTG)
2020 and Kinky Boots (Phoenix Ensemble)
2020. Her choreography credits include The
Proposal (RMT) 2018, Backwards Broadway
(MBTC) 2018 & 2019, Speakeasy (MBTC)
2019 and she is currently choreographing
Legally Blonde Junior for the ‘Phoenix Young
Performers’ (PYP) theatre program. She is
about to commence her Certificate IV in
Dance Teaching and Management (Australian Teachers of Dance). Isabelle is thrilled to
be working with such an amazing production team and is honoured to be choreographing Jasper in Deadland.
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The Roles

We are an amateur company. No roles are paid.
Phoenix Ensemble is strongly committed to the diversity of our performers. In
Deadland, all souls are welcome, and we thoroughly encourage performers of
all ethnicities, cultures and genders. Phoenix Ensemble is a safe space.
All performers must be 16+ years old by time of performances.

Jasper in Deadland is a predominantly ensemble-based show with the opportunity to combine many
characters to create bigger tracks. The characters listed below are the majority of the available
characters in Jasper in Deadland.

JASPER

LOKI

Tenor, rock sound helpful

Tenor

To play 17, awkward, loner, hard to connect with others and
has difficulty expressing his true feelings.

GRETCHEN/AGNES

20s - 30s. Loki is an operatic oversized under-brained
Norse God. A henchman of Mr. Lethe.

Sopranot/mezzo with belt, rock sound helpful

BEATRIX

To play 17, alt/indie rock cool chick, comes from a broken
home, sarcastic, puts on a tough front to cover up her
wounds, in reality is a cool kid.

Beatrix is a 2,000-year-old wacky but loving and
understanding transit worker.

mr. lethe

AMMUT

Baritenor
30s. Egomaniac CEO who sells water from the River Lethe
that erases memories, flamboyant in a fun yet scary way,
must have some gravitas.

Alto

Any gender, must have great belt, wail and riffing ability
20s - 30s. An Egyptian goddess who is part leopard, part
crocodile and part hippo, a sassy civil servant.

LITTLE LU

HATHAWAY

Flexible vocal range

Hathaway is Mr. Lethe’s trusty assistant who is secretly in
love with him. Non-singing, but will also be a member of
the ensemble.

20s. Little Lu is a dangerous and funny redneck hick that
runs Mr. Lethe’s bottling factory.

PERSEPHONE
HEL
Soprano
20s - 30s. Hel is an operatic oversized under-brained
Norse God. A henchman of Mr. Lethe.

Alto/mezzo belt
20s. Queen of the underworld, she brings springtime back
to the world of the living
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PLUTO
Baritone.
20s - 40s. Weepy ruler of the underworld in desperate
love with Persephone.

VIRGIL
Baritenor.
20s. A former lawyer who craftily works their way up from
lowly attendance taker to Persephone’s divorce attorney.

EURYDICE
Soprano/.
20s - 30s . The spirit of the River Lethe. She is trapped in
the River following her attempted escape from Deadland
with Orpheus. She accompanies Jasper on his journey,
ultimately saving him when he needs it the most.

CEBERUS HEADS
Mezzo-Soprano/Tenor/Baritone.
Timeless. This three-headed operatic beast guards the
gates of Deadland for Pluto, deciding who gets to enter.

ENSEMBLE
Varied.
This show offers many diverse and featured roles in
Deadland.
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Principal Auditions
Saturday July 31st, from 9am
w By appointment only; individual 15 minute private sessions.
w Prepare two contrasting songs. One should be musical theatre and the other should be pop-rock inspired. 16-32
bars (or no more than 1 minute) only of each song.
w Do not sing a song from the show.
w No piano accompaniment will be provided. Please bring a backing track on USB or on an AUX cord compatible
device. If you have new iPhone do not forget the Lightning to Audio Jack dongle.
w You may be required to read during your individual private audition. Sides are provided in this document.
w We have provided videos of choreography that should be prepared before the audition.
w Please bring a Colour headshot (minimum size 10cm X 15 cm). Non-returnable.
w Bring your audition form, completed in full and listing ALL clashes with the ‘Jasper in Deadland’ Calendar (supplied
in this document).
w Bring/wear appropriate dance shoes (jazz/chorus or similar if you have them) and wear clothes you can move in.
Do not wear thongs.
w We will expect you to be warmed up both vocally and physically.

Callbacks & Offers
w If you are offered a callback, you will be required to learn a musical excerpt from the show.
w All offers of callbacks will be advised by telephone at the end of the audition period and any
additional material will be available for download online.
w All auditionees will be notified via email or phone of their offer or otherwise at the completion
of the audition process.

CALL BACKS (IF REQUIRED) WILL BE ON
SUNDAY AUGUST 1 FROM 7.00PM.
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What to do now...
1. CHECK THE CALENDAR

Please check the ‘JASPER IN DEADLAND’ Calendar for conflicts. Only limited absences in rehearsals will be accommodated
as our rehearsal process is short and our cast is relatively small. These must be recorded on your audition form to allow us
to prepare rehearsal schedules productively. Please discuss any concerns with us when you book your audition.

2. BOOK YOUR AUDITION

We’re running a ‘book your own audition’ system for this show, so you are able to book your own time slot for this show.
Please visit www.phoenixensemble.com.au and click the AUDITION tab at the top. This will take you to the interface to
book your own slow.
If you have any issues please email: auditions@phoenixensemble.com.au and we will gladly help you through the process.
DO NOT EMAIL admin@phoenixensemble.com.au, please ensure you email our auditions@ email address for the quickest
response.

3. CHECK IMPORTANT DATES, TIMES & VENUES

🗡

Stage 1

Stage 2

Private Auditions
Saturday, 31st July, from 9am
Venue: Tin Shed
Beenleigh Showgrounds

THEN

🌪

Callbacks
Sunday, 1st August
7.00pm onwards
The Tin Shed
Beenleigh Showgrounds

REHEARSALS, commencing Sunday 8th August, 2021
Mondays & Wednesdays 7 - 10pm, Sundays 1pm - 6pm
All rehearsals will be conducted within ‘The Tin Shed’ - the same space as our performances.
It is expected you attend at all required rehearsals unless given adequate prior notice.
PERFORMANCES

OCTOBER

Stage 3

FRIDAY 29 // 7.30PM
SATURDAY 30 // 7.30PM

NOVEMBER

FRIDAY 5 // 7.30PM
SATURDAY 6 // 7.30PM
FRIDAY 12 // 7.30PM
SATURDAY 13 // (EXTRA SHOW 2.00PM IF REQUIRED ) AND 7.30PM
FRIDAY 19 // 7.30PM
SATURDAY 20 // 2.00PM AND 7.30PM

Stage 4

BUMP OUT
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 21 // 9am
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‘JASPER IN DEADLAND’ Audition Form
Please complete this form IN FULL and present it, to the Audition co-ordinator when you arrive at the ‘Tin Shed’. Please
staple your performance history and colour 10x15cm headshot to this form. If under 18 years old, form must be signed
by guardian.
Personal Information (this will not be passed to any third parties - it is for our use only)
Name:
Address:									Postcode:
Mobile:					Email Address:
I acknowledge that, if I am cast in this show, I will be photographed and filmed as part of the promotional aspects of
the production. I give consent for my image & voice to be used in all Phoenix Ensemble media and release all copyright
to Phoenix Ensemble.
Signature:						Date:
Your vocal range:					

DOB:			

Height:

Your dance styles:
AUDITIONING FOR (please tick - multiple if required) for
I am willing to be cast in another role.
Jasper

Loki

Pluto

Gretchen/Agnes

Beatrix

Virgil

YES

I am willing to be cast in the ensemble.

YES
Mr. Lethe

Ammut

Eurydice

Little Lu

Hathaway

Cerberus Head

Hel

Persephone

Ensemble

NO
NO

If you do not receive an offer would you like to be included behind the scenes, e.g. props, crew, etc?

YES

NO

Phoenix Ensemble understands that unexpected commitments may arise during the production and will make every
effort to accommodate them but the company expects a high level of commitment from all cast members.
Please list all dates you are unavailable:

Phoenix Ensemble Use Only
Casting Offer:
Final Casting Communicated via:			phone				email
Notes:

PERFORMANCE HISTORY

Please list your most most recent performances.
Alternatively please attach your most up-to-date performance CV.
Name:						

Mobile #:

PERFORMANCE HISTORY (beginning with most recent please)
Production

Role

RELEVANT TRAINING
VOICE / MUSIC (LIST ANY MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS YOU PLAY IF YOU CAN!)

DANCE (LIST STYLES AND ABILITY, I.E. BEGINNER / INT. / ADVANCED)

OTHER SKILLS YOU MAY HAVE - JUGGLING, MIME, ACCENTS, ETC.

Theatre Company / Year

APPENDIX 1 - JASPER

READING 1 - MONOLOGUE:
Agnes. Agnes? I’m at the cliff, just like you said! Where are you? ... Look! You deserve so
much more than me! You just don’t understand. My parents divorce; I’ve just seen first hand how it
all ends up! Agnes!! ... (Becomes suddenly concerned, realizing, looking over the cliff. HE SEES SOMETHING! Did she jump???) Agnes ... ? Oh God.

READING 2:
JASPER
Fico feliz em ficar longe deles (I’m glad we got away from them). Oh, God...
GRETCHEN
You did good back there, live boy. It was impressive.
JASPER
You too. Thanks for saving me.
GRETHEN
It’s the least I could do.
JASPER
Holy crap! The pit...! Where are we?
GRETCHEN
We’ve reached the The Great Gulf. It’s a deep chasm, and if you fall into it, you’ll end up in the
Wasteland, where your soul could be lost for eternity...Gotta be some kind of bridge, or a connection
at some point...
JASPER
You think they positioned a three-headed canine and a heart-eating demon at the exits of the
other circles, but then here, they built a bridge?
GRETCHEN
I mean, maybe it’s like, “surprise! It’s easy.” ...No?
JASPER
All the picture are almost gone...It’s all becoming so cloudy. The cliff, the water, that day...
(HE downs it, but it’s empty)
There’s one picture left, but I can’t barely see her. It’s the night before...We are on her couch, talking
about Star Trek. It’s the beginning of everything... I told her about the swimming pool. “Let’s be the
first to feel something real”...I can still see it...It’s the last picture on the wall...Me and Agnes...I was
happy with her, wasn’t I? I lose this and she’ll be gone forever..

APPENDIX 2 - GRETCHEN / AGNES

READING 1 - MONOLOGUE:
Let’s change things. From this moment on, we will do it right, you and me. We will be the first
to make it happen. It has to start somewhere, why not tonight? When they look back and they talk
about the great couples of all time, we will be up there: Romeo and Juliet, Anthony and Cleopatra,
Orpheus and Eurydice...
READING 2:
GRETCHEN
I just have never had anyone feel about me the way you feel about Agnes.
JASPER
Come with me and maybe I can get you home. Back to the Living World, your life...
GRETCHEN
People who are dead don’t get to go back...
JASPER
You don’t believe that ...There must have been a reason why you came with me...
GRETCHEN
No...Unfortunately, I came with you for other reasons...stupid me. (starts to go)
JASPER
Where are you going?
GRETCHEN
Back to my “non-life”.
JASPER
Wait! There has to be a reason why I’m here!
(SHE comes back at him)
GRETCHEN
You’re so naive...You wanna be like Orpheus....but, you know what? Orpheus failed. Just like
you will...

READING 3 - MONOLOGUE:
AGNES VOICE MAIL (V.O.)
Hey, It’s Agnes... We need to talk about last night. I wish you picked up. If you wanna talk, I will
be at our cliff. I’m scared of this cliff, and you’re scared of us. So, I’m jumping in...To show you I’m not
going to be afraid anymore... And when I see you after... Maybe you won’t be afraid of us.

APPENDIX 3 - MR LETHE
READING 1 - MONOLOGUE:
Citizens of the City Circle, this is your friendly Mr. Lethe, reminding you to stay hydrated!
Water from the River Lethe is scientifically proven to keep you feelin’ nice and bright all day long!
And considering time is all relative – a day’s a year, a decade’s a second – consider that promise as
good as eternity. ‘Cuz don’t forget ...
READING 2:
MR. LETHE
Aw, you sound so forceful. You see, I just can’t do that. Mister Jasper here is about to sign a
contract to be my partner. Isn’t that right, Jasper?
JASPER
(to AGNES) Just go away. Now!
AGNES
Wait! Jasper, I want you to know something -MR. LETHE
We don’t have time for this.
AGNES
I shouldn’t have tried to prove something to you -MR. LETHE
Ooh! Daddy’s little girl is so brave.
AGNES
What happened at the cliff –
MR. LETHE
She’s going to leave you, just like your mother.
AGNES
No, that’s not true. Remember the cliff... remember me... remember us
MR. LETHE
Remember she said I love you and you can’t love anyone.
AGNES
Listen...I shouldn’t have pressured you. I shouldn’t have said what I said that night.
LETHE
No one cares! No one cares about your problems!! She’s dead because of you.
AGNES
No! It’s not your fault. I don’t blame you for my death!
￼
MR. LETHE
PATHETIC. NOW SIGN

APPENDIX 4 - AMMUT, BEATRIX, HATHAWAY, CERUBERUS
(ALL TO READ ‘AMMUT’S’ LINES)

AMMUT:
Hello welcome to the Gates of Deadland where the Inner Circles are forbidden how can I help you.
JASPER
Yes. I’m trying to get to Elysium. I was wondering if you could let me through.
AMMUT
Let you through? What do I look like?
JASPER
Uh...
AMMUT
Well my name is “Ammut” like Dammit. (Indicating her body, getting slightly interested.)
And all this? Makes me 100% Egyptian demoness. Baby, I was born with the lips of a crocodile... the
luscious rosette coat of a leopard... and the butt of a hippopotamus. You just gotta love yourself,
you know baby.
Get through? When all this... (referring to Hell)
JASPER
Look, I’m “alive” and I need help getting back to the Living World! So are you going to let me
through or what?
AMMUT
Baby, that’s my gate, and I make sure nobody gets through it unless they have purged their soul
of their life’s GREATEST MISDEED! That’s right—they gotta tell Mama Ammut what weighs down their
heart like a stone on a feather! Now, where’s my Blind Justice?!?
Now for every confession, the heart becomes a little lighter. AND if a person can confess the one
thing in their life they regret the most! -- they’ll find their heart soon weighs practically nothin’. and,
then, and only then, may a person pass through my gate and out of the City. But if you can’t ... I eat
your heart, Baby. (An obnoxiously loud laugh.) HAH-HAH-HAH!

APPENDIX 4 - PERSEPHONE, EURYDICE, HEL
(ALL READ PERSEPHONE’S LINES & ‘THE GODDESS’)

PERSEPHONE
Perhaps... Darling... a trade could be made for them.
PLUTO
What kind of trade?
PERSEPHONE
Jasper, Agnes. You long for Life, and not just any old life, but a “meaningful one.” Consider my
heart softened...As I make a sacrifice for you.
I’ll stay. One more day of cold, bitter winter so they both can leave. For they now share one heart.
PLUTO
(high-pitched squeal) Gasp! Oh. Oh. Snowflake?! Really? Truly? Really?
PERSEPHONE
YES!! I’ll stay one more day so they can go.
PLUTO
Ahhhh! What a magical day this will be! I have to start planning all the super fun activities!
(JASPER and AGNES glow dimly, both alive and both dead.)
PERSEPHONE
Super fun activities...this is hell.

***

THE GODDESS
Like your Agnes, I too, was lost. Like her, the one who loved me was given a chance to bring
me home from the Underworld. But he failed. All that remains of my dearly beloved Orpheus is his
song... yet I live eternally in death. I come to you now, Jasper, because I wish to save you, as he
could not be saved.

APPENDIX 4 - VIRGIL, PLUTO, LOKI, LITTLE LU
(ALL TO READ BOTH MONOLOGUES BELOW)

VIRGIL
(He’s looking for something.)
Uh, good afternoon, Pluto, your Highness, I’m here to discuss the
um terms of your annual divorce. Let’s see... “After spending half the year with you in
Deadland and in her absence bringing Winter to the Living World, we confirm that Queen
Persephone has fulfilled her obligation to you ...
(hands PLUTO the pen. HE reluctantly signs)
And she may now return to the Living World, restoring Spring once again.”
***
PLUTO
Why should I help you or your miserable species? All you do is hurt one another. Husband to
wife. Father to daughter. An endless cycle...Only one of you can go back. You must make the choice.

